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Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

The first quarter of the school year at Ben Frank-
lin has been excellent, with students now well into 
the daily school routine. We are very proud of our 
students, and enjoy working with them in our class-
rooms and extra curricular activities. Please be aware 
that we will be holding parent teacher conferences 
in early November (see schedule below). This is an 
ideal opportunity to discuss your child’s progress, 
and to create plans for improvement and continued 
success.

Parent/Teacher Conferences
November 9, 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
November 13, 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Parent input is always valued here, so please feel 
comfortable calling with any questions, comments or 
suggestions.

Sincerely, 
Steven Prokop
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BEN FRANKLIN JHS
2000 POLK STREET, STEVENS POINT, WI

HOME OF THE CHARGERS 

MAIN OFFICE: 715-345-5413
STUDENT SERVICES: 715-345-5414 

No School on November 22rd, 23th and 24th! 
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BFJH School Report Card

As part of the state accountability system, the De-
partment of Public Instruction (DPI) produces report 
cards for every district and school in Wisconsin. 
These report cards are tentatively set to be issued on 
November 17, 2016.  These Accountability Report 
Cards include data on multiple indicators for mul-
tiple years across four priority areas:

• Student Achievement – performance on the state 
reading and mathematics tests

• Student Growth – improvement over time on the 
state reading and mathematics tests

• Closing Gaps – progress of student subgroups in 
closing gaps in reading and mathematics perfor-
mance and/or graduation rates

• On-track and Postsecondary Readiness – perfor-
mance on key indicators of readiness for gradua-
tion and postsecondary pursuits, whether college 
or career

Performance on three Student Engagement Indica-
tors is also reported. These three indicators affect 
student success and school effectiveness. 

• Test Participation Rate, with a goal of 95 percent 
test participation for all students and each sub-
group. 

• Absenteeism Rate, with a goal of 13 percent or 
less. 

• Dropout Rate, with a goal of six percent or less. 

A district's or school’s Overall Accountability Score 
places the district or school into one of five Overall 
Accountability Ratings:

Rating Score Stars
Significantly Exceeds Expec-
tations

83-100 *****

Exceeds Expectations 73-82.9 ****
Meets Expectations 63-72.9 ***
Meets few expectations 53-62.9 **
Fails to meet expectations 0-52.9 *

Students are out of school Wed. 11/22 
through Fri. 11/24/16 during the Thanks-
giving Holidays. Have a wonderful holi-

day season.

In addition, the state has developed several impor-
tant resources  Two key resources to help individu-
als understand the report cards and the process are 
available at the links below.  Additional information 
can also be found on the State of Wisconsin DPI 
web-site.   

Report Cards at a Glance:
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/account-
ability/pdf/At-a-Glance%202016_Web.pdf

Frequently Asked Questions:
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/account-
ability/pdf/Report%20Card%20FAQ%202016_
Web.pdf

Prearranged Absences (Deer Hunting) 

Just a reminder regarding
prearranged absences. If 
you plan to have your child
excused from school for 
any number of days for
hunting, parents must send 
a note with their child 
listing the specific dates of 
absence. Students will be given a prearranged 
absence form for their teachers to sign. Completed 
forms should be returned to the office and a copy 
will be sent home with the student so parents are 
aware of any teacher concerns and/or comments. 
The form will be sent home BEFORE the absence 
begins. As always, it will be the student’s responsi-
bility to make up work missed during the absence. 
(The prearranged absence policy includes absences 
for deer hunting.)
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Caring Corner

Attention 8th grade students and parents!!! Do 
you have questions about high school/SPASH? Get 
ready to participate in your 8th grade Individual 
Planning Conference at Ben Franklin!

As part of the Wisconsin Comprehensive School 
Counseling Model, the Ben Franklins’ Student Ser-
vices office is offering a 35-minute conference with 
you, your eighth grade son/daughter, and Marilyn 
Devine, School Counselor or Deb Schillinger, 
School Social Worker. Conferences are manda-
tory for all 8th grade students and parent/guardian 
participation is highly recommended.  Conferences 
will run from November 2017 through April 2018. 

Conference topics include: 
• Social/Emotional Development – Strengths, 
Goals, Hobbies, Interest
• Academic Development – Standardized Test 
results, ACT Aspire, Grades and GPA, High School 
Graduation Requirements, Course Choices 
• Career Development – Career Cruising Website, 
Academic & Career Planning (ACP), Post-Second-
ary Options and Educational Goals, Career Goals
• Other important questions/concerns 

Logistics and timeline for 8th Grade Conferencing: 
• On Monday, October 23rd, Mrs. Devine and Ms. 
Schillinger will be in 8th Grade Social Studies 
classes to talk about the importance and benefits of 
your 8th Grade Individual Planning Conferences. 
Students will be prepped for their role in conferenc-
ing at this time. 
• Approximately 2 weeks prior to your scheduled 
conference, a letter will be mailed home to parents/
guardians notifying you of your conference date 
and time: Students and parents/guardians of 8th 
grade students will meet with Ms. Schillinger, Mrs. 
Devine and our Interns. 
• Due to the number of students we meet with, this 
8th grade Individual Planning Conference cannot 
be rescheduled.  We apologize for any inconve-
nience this may cause. 
• 8th Grade Conferences are for students AND 
parents/guardians!

Please contact the Student Services office at 
715.345.5414 if you have any questions. 

TV Monitors 

Ben Franklin is pleased to announce that our hall-
way TVs/digital displays are up and running.  We 
would like to recognize Furniture & Appliance 
Mart, Walmart and the volunteers who work the 
E-Cycle Drive for their generous donations to help 
Ben Franklin Junior High purchase the 11 TV’s and 
mounting brackets.  Furniture & Appliance Mart 
graciously sold us all of the equipment at cost, 
Walmart graciously awarded Ben Franklin Junior 
High with a $1,500 grant that was submitted by the 
PBIS team, and the remaining expenses were sup-
plied via fundraising earned through our E-Cycle 
Drive lead by Ben Franklin Junior High Science 
teacher Cynthia Solinsky.

The TV’s will be a form of communication for 
students and staff regarding daily announcements, 
important future events, reminders of “Be Respon-
sible, Be Respectful and Be Safe” behavior, remind-
ers of what it means to be a Charger Champion, and 
they serve as a countdown clock that displays the 
remaining time before the next class begins.  Re-
search shows that displays/reminders in the hall-
way help students behave more positively and help 
students get to class on time.  In fact, we’ve already 
observed a 12% decrease in tardiness in the first few 
weeks with the countdown timer.  This is one more 
example of how the community and staff at Ben 
Franklin Junior High is devoted to “Prepare each 
student to be successful.”       

If you have questions regarding the TVs please con-
tact Assistant Principal Mark Ehr. 
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Special Education
Greetings! Please visit this link to learn more about 
Special Education Information for families.

https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/families

Happy Thanksgiving, 
Ben Franklin SPED Department

Beginning in the 2017-18 school year, students 
will be receiving lifesaving skills instruction within 
their Family & Consumer Science (FACS) class 
which meets the new Wisconsin Statute Section 
118.076. Here are some helpful Questions and An-
swers provide by the Department of Instruction:

FAQ:
1. Do the students have to practice the skills of 
CPR and CCR (cardio cerebral resuscitation)? 
Yes, thus equipment is necessary for practice of 
psychomotor skills.
2. Does hands-only CPR meet the requirement? 
Yes, hands-only CPR meets the requirement. 
3. Do the students need to practice utilizing an 
AED? No, they only need to be provided instruc-
tion. 

On Monday, October 16, 2017 the Stevens Point 
Fire Department came into first semester FACS-8 
classes with their CPR and CCR training equip-
ment. Students were so respectful and focused 
during Captain Moody and his colleague’s presen-
tation. 

The FACS department along with the school district 
would like to thank these fire fighters for coming in 
and sharing lifesaving skills with the students!

Art club will start meeting after school on Wednes-
days. If you need extra time to work on an art 
project, or want to work on something else, come to 
the art room after school any Wednesday. 

7th and 8th grade students learned about radial 
balance and symmetry with watercolor Mandalas. 
7th grade then moved onto linoleum carving, and 
8th grade moved onto metal jewelry. 9th grade is 
working hard on 2 point perspective. The month of 
November will be a time for clay projects!

Counselors from Concordia Language came to visit 
the Spanish classes in October and the students did 
a lot of activities that are typical of the camp, like 
games, dancing, and actively participating.  Stu-
dents from both Spanish and French classes will be 
going to the camp in April.  We have 16 students 
signed up for the Spanish camp and 12 for the 
French camp.

Spanish Club has started!  Any student in Spanish 
class or simply interested in Spanish can be in the 
club.  In October, we made Sugar Skulls for Day 
of the Dead.  We will continue to do a lot of fun 
activities all year.  See Sra. Karr to sign up.

French students going to France next summer are 
doing a lot of fund raisers to help defray the cost of 
the trip.  Currently they are selling Seroogy’s candy 
bars.  In October, they had a fund raiser at Culvers.
Ninth grade students in German are currently wrap-
ping up the "Getting Acquainted Unit" and starting 
a unit about Geography of German speaking coun-
tries. Students will start out by learning German 
numbers up to a million and at the end of the unit 
they will be able to describe some features of cities 
and states in German (e.g. number of inhabitants). 
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7th Grade Social Studies - The students in seventh grade 
Social Studies are coming to the end of their Political Sci-
ence unit. They have been working hard at analyzing primary 
source documents like the U.S. Constitution and have started 
working on analyzing political cartoons and discussing their 
interpretations. The students will spend next week looking at 
the political spectrum and then our Political Science unit will 
be coming to a close. Our next unit will be Geography which 
will lead our seventh graders into the Geography Bee that 
takes place in December!

8th Grade European History -  The students in eighth 
grade European History finished the Ancient Greek Unit and 
are now studying the Romans. Within this unit, students will 
learn about the foundations of the Roman Republic and be 
able to compare it to the U.S government structure. Students 
will also spend time examining the factors that led to the fall 
of the Roman Republic as well as the great achievements of 
the Roman Empire.

Eighth Grade Medieval Times Field Trip - The annual 
eighth grade Medieval Times trip will take place on Thurs-
day, December 14th. Information and permission forms 
went home on Friday, October 20th and are due no later than 
Friday, November 17th.  

9th Grade Civics -The students in ninth grade Civics have 
just finished the unit on the Foundations of the Constitu-
tion and are now investigating the parts of the Constitution, 
starting with Article I, the Legislative Branch.  They are busy 
learning about how the this branch of government is orga-
nized as well as the qualifications and powers of that branch.  
As a part of this unit, students will take part in a simulation 
that involves them taking part in the law making process.  

On October 9th, Ms. Bohman and approximately forty 
ELL students and chaperones attended a Chamber 
Theatre Production in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, at Kimball 
Auditorium. There were five plays and a short excerpt 
of the poem “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe. These 
performances support the 7-9 English curriculum at 
Ben Franklin Jr. High. The students enjoyed the haunt-
ing performances of “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” 
“The Tell-Tale Heart,” and “A Monkey’s Paw.” Of 
course, they especially enjoyed the frightening pieces 
in support of the Halloween season. They also watched 
“The Necklace” and the “The Celebrated Jumping 
Frog of Calaveras County.” These two great plays had 
a hint of cynicism and a humorous side to them. 
Students worked hard to earn the money to go on this 
field trip, and the productions were enjoyed by all who 
attended. 

      MUSIC 
There will be a choir concert on Tues-
day, November 14th at 7:30 pm in the 
Ben Franklin Junior High Auditorium.  
This event is free.  If you have any 
questions, please email Ms. Friedli at 
mfriedli@pointschools.net

The 8th grade band students and the 8th and 9th grade 
orchestra students are getting ready for their field trip 
to hear the Madison Symphony Orchestra on Tuesday, 
November 7th.  Students going on the trip will need to be 
at school between 6:30 and 6:45 a.m. for a 6:45 departure 
time.  

We are excited about some upcoming projects in the 
physical education department! After having our high 
ropes course shut down for the past few years, there are 
plans in motion to build a new indoor ropes course in the 
gym. Adventure education is an excellent opportunity 
for students to incorporate teamwork, trust activities, and 
positive risk-taking into physical education. 

When students get to SPASH, there are three stands of 
physical education classes that students can choose from: 
Adventure Education, Sports and Recreation and the Sci-
ence of Movement. The variety of elective courses allows 
students to choose a class that best meets their interests. 
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Yearbook information

Students were given yearbook ordering information 
in their homeroom on the first day of school. 

Your options for ordering are:
1. Mail in the flier with payment to Jostens
2. Order online at Jostens.com

Yearbooks are ordered directly through Jostens. 
The main office does not have information or 
forms to order yearbooks.

Yearbook Club meets on every Monday.  All stu-
dents are welcome to join. We welcome and encour-
age you to share digital photos of sporting activities 
and events with us. Please e-mail Carrie or Mark 
Vrieze at cvrieze@pointschools.net or mvrieze@
pointschools.net 

Forensics

Find your Voice!
 It is time to sign up for forensics! We offer many 
exciting categories including: poetry reading, prose 
reading, news reporting, extemporaneous speaking, 
demonstration, non-original oratory, storytelling, 
solo acting, play acting, reader’s theatre, special 
occasion speech, persuasive speaking, informative 
speaking, and moments in history.
 
In addition to Level I and Level II state competition, 
we also provide students with an opportunity to hone 
their skills through our very own, Franklin Foren-
sic Forum. This less-formal-than-state completion 
allows students the chance to perform in a judged 
setting in anticipation of scoring well at Level II. 
Additionally, students can earn medals, ribbons, and 
certificates based on their performance at our forum. 
We will again be hosting Level I in January, but this 
year Wisconsin Rapids will be hosting Level II in 
February. 

Students in grades 7, 8, and 9 are welcome to partic-
ipate in forensics. Sign up for the 2017-2018 sea-
son now.  We need to register with the state before 
Christmas break. English teachers and the library 
staff have sign up forms available or students can 
contact the coaches: Mrs. Schilcher, Mrs. Streveler, 
Mrs. Vrieze, Ms. Bohman or Ms. Ferguson-Borton 
for more information.  Forensics! It’s got people 
talking! 

Traffic Safety

The Stevens Point Police Department recommends 
that children crossing the street use the traffic 
control signals located at Polk and Nebel Streets 
where they intersect with Water Street (Hwy HH).  
Students should not cross mid-block along Water 
Street.  Parents can not drop children off along Wa-
ter Street. This creates potential hazards for students 
as they cross mid-block.  It also creates a hazard 
for the stopped vehicle that might be involved in a 
rear end collision as vehicles will not expect cars to 
stop on a highway.  Police officers will stop cars in 
violation, this includes people who do not cross at 
intersections and who speed.   Children should be 
alert at all times and concentrate on traffic as they 
cross the street. We can make this a safe area for all 
by following the above recommendations.

Seventh grade science is learning all about density and 
how it affects objects ability to float or sink.  Soon the 
energetic seventh graders will be moving on to study 
energy.

Eighth grade science has been learning about plate 
tectonics and how that energy is released in the form 
of Earthquakes.  They will be using Earthquake data to 
locate epicenters and participate in a STEM lab that has 
the students engineering a building that should withstand 
the "Earthquake" created in class.

Ninth grade students in environmental science have been 
studying populations and are investigating the popula-
tions of small vertebrates in our local Ben Franklin 
Forest. The students in physical science are studying the 
periodic table and chemical reactions.  

FFA Fundraiser 

The annual FFA fruit sale will take place from Nov. 1st 
to Nov. 20th. (Delivery on December 14th.) Oranges, 
grapefruit, apples, pears, pineapples, etc... are sold by 
FFA members from Ben Franklin, P. J. Jacobs, and 
SPASH. Consider ordering some fresh fruit for the holi-
days. Contact an FFA member or email the FFA advisor, 
Stephanie Beranek at @ sberanek@pointschools.net to 
place your order. You won’t be disappointed! 
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Check out our Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/
BenFranklinJH/

Athletics

November starts up our winter seasons in athletics at Ben Franklin.  The Ben Franklin gym hosts three 7th grade basket-
ball teams, three 8th grade teams, one of our JV2 (9th grade) boys teams and often a JV2 girls team.  Our upstairs gym 
is the home to our 7th/8th grade wrestling team.  Our weight room is open after school on Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday.  Our cheer and poms teams use the cafeteria area for practice.  It makes that end of our building an incredibly 
busy place after school each day.

Because of that, here are a few reminders:
• Be sure to lock up all valuables in the locker room after school.
• Don’t be wandering the hallways unsupervised after school.
• Be sure all athletic equipment remains in the proper place (don’t take balls into the hallway).
• Always be respectful of other players and coaches.
• Be a great teammate.
• If you are at BF to watch a game, please stay in the gym area and make sure young children are supervised.

We want to make sure everyone’s athletic experience at Ben Franklin is a positive one!

  BEN FRANKLIN WINTER COACHING STAFF
Aric Zondlo 8A BF Boys Basketball  azondlo@pointschools.net

Travis LaPrise 8B BF Boys Basketball tlaprise@pointschools.net

Dylan Koss 8B BF Boys Basketball dkoss@pointschools.net

Andrew Fetting 7A BF Boys Basketball afetting@pointschools.net

Adam Parker 7B BF Boys Basketball aparker@pointschools.net

Bryce DeSmet 7B BF Boys Basketball brycedesmet21@gmail.com

Brooke Walsh 8A BF Girls Basketball bwalsh@pointschools.net

Natalie Pelkey 7A BF Girls Basketball npelkey@pointschools.net

James Berdan ⅞ BF Wrestling jberdan@pointschools.net

Alex Pieczynski Trainer alexander.pieczynski@ascension.org

Work as a Substitute Teacher in our District 
• Gain valuable classroom experience
• Make a difference in the lives of kids
• Build your own flexible schedule 
• Enjoy competitive pay and bonus potential 
• Pursue long-term or short-term positions 

   Get started today!
       www.teachersoncall.com
                           800-713-4439
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Sick Day Guidelines:  
Making the Right Call When Your Child Is Sick

Brittany Plummer, BSN RN
715-345-5396 or bplummer@pointschools.net

Should I keep my child home or send him or her to school?

School policy requires a student to stay home if he or she:
• Has a fever of 100.0 degrees or higher.
• Has been vomiting or has diarrhea
• Has symptoms that keep him or her from participating in school, such as:
     o Very tired or lack of appetite, (for no known reason).
     o Cough that he or she cannot control, sneezing often; Pertussis (whooping cough), RSV, and influenza are 
in our community or nearby communities; consult your physician for testing with cough or cold symptoms.
    o Headache, body aches, or earache.
    o Sore Throat—a minor sore throat is ok for school, but a severe sore throat could be strep throat, even if 
there is no fever.  Other symptoms of strep throat in children are headache and stomach upset, or rash.  Call 
your doctor if your child has theses symptoms.  A special test is needed to know if it is strep throat.

• Keep your child home until his or her fever has been gone for 24 hours without medicine.  Colds can be 
contagious for at least 48 hours.  Returning to school too soon may slow recovery and expose other people 
unnecessarily to illness.

• Keep your child home until 24 hours after last vomiting or diarrhea episode.

• Keep your child home if he is coughing or sneezing frequently as he or she is spreading this to others.

Please talk with your child(ren) about cough etiquette and good hand washing.

Make sure you get enough sleep, eat fruits and vegetables, and exercise regularly to obtain good "health insur-
ance."

It’s getting to be that time of year again… the dreaded cold and flu season.  The flu season has started unusually 
early this year.  *It takes 2 weeks from getting your flu shot for it to work!  You can get sick with the flu prior to 
or during the time it takes the body to build up flu-fighting cells.
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City of Stevens Point
1515 Strongs Avenue
Stevens Point, WI 54481-3594

Joe Moe
City Clerk 

Phone: 715-345-1569
Fax: 715-346-1498

To:   Stevens Point Parents and Guardians

From:   John Moe, City Clerk

Date:   October 31, 2017

Re:   Smongeski Health Fund 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

With the school year now in full swing, the City Clerk’s office and the Stevens 
Point Area Public School District would like to remind you about the health
services for children provided by the Smongeski Health Fund. 

The Smongeski Health Fund provides free products and services to students
between the ages 5 - 16 and who live within the City limits of Stevens Point.  The
services provided by the Smongeski Fund are:

 1. free toothbrushes every six months; 
 2. free vitamins (except gummies) every three months; 
 3. assistance for dental sealants; and
 4. assistance for eye care. 

You can easily sign up for these services at the: 

 1. City Clerk’s office (1515 Strongs Avenue); 
 2. Stevens Point Area School District’s Bliss Center (1900 Polk Street) or 
 3. Main Office at your child’s school. 

The sign up process only takes a few seconds.  Once approved you can pick up 
vitamins and toothbrushes at the Shopko Pharmacy in Stevens Point. 

If you have any questions regarding the services provided by the Fund, please call 
715-346-1569 or stop by the City Clerk’s office located at 1515 Strongs Avenue.  The 
office is open from 7:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Monday through Friday. 

We hope that your child has a happy and successful school year and that this
information is helpful to you and your family. 

stevenspoint.com 
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City of Stevens Point                                     John Moe 
1515 Strongs Avenue                                   City Clerk 
Stevens Point, WI 54481-3594                        Phone: 715-346-1569 
www.stevenspoint.com               Fax:     715-346-1498 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Smongeski Health Fund 
Application 

 
Eligibility:  Children must be between the ages of 5 - 16 and reside within the City 
limits. 

 
Name of Parent or Guardian:__________________________________________ 
  
Address:__________________________________________ Zip:_____________ 
 
Telephone:______________________________ Email:_____________________ 
  
 
Members of the family that are between the ages of 5 and 16 years old: 
 
Name(s)       Birthdate (MM/YYYY) 
             
             
             
             
             
             
 
The undersigned, an adult resident of the City of Stevens Point, does hereby acknowledge 
that he/she, upon receipt of toothbrushes and/or vitamins, has contacted, or will contact, 
his/her physician as to the proper quantity to be consumed and does hereby release the City 
of Stevens Point, its agents, officers, and employees from any and all liability which may arise 
from the use of such products, or the city’s dispensing of such products to the undersigned, 
and that the City of Stevens Point makes no guarantee or warranty, whether expressed or 
implied, as to the fitness or purpose of such material.  
 
Furthermore, by my signature below, I certify that the information contained in this application 
is true and correct to the best of my knowledge at the time of the application. 
 
 
              
Signature      Date   
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Ben Franklin JHS
2000 Polk Street
Stevens Point  WI  54481

Parent Teacher Conferences
Thursday, November 9, 2017 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Monday, November 13, 201711:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

and 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.


